
THE FOUR CHILDREN:
The Wise Child asks: “What are the statutes and laws in our country that protect 
individuals from discrimination based on race?”

You should respond by referencing some of the most important pieces of legislation aimed at addressing racial 
injustice in the United States, including the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. You should 
note that these laws were won through the efforts of individuals committed to social change, including many 
Reform Jews, and that the various protections they provide are critical to combatting discrimination on the basis 
of race. At the same time, you should remind this child that the protections we already have are imperfect and, 
in many cases, are coming under attack. It is our responsibility as Reform Jews to fight against the erosion of 
existing civil rights laws and to advocate for reforms in education, criminal justice, voting rights and economic 
policies that advance true racial equality.

The Wicked Child asks: “Why must I be involved in pursuing racial justice?”

In asking this question, the wicked child has denied a basic principle of Judaism: that we have a collective 
responsibility to address injustice, even when we are not directly affected by that injustice or might benefit from 
it because of our own privilege. You should teach this child that it is for the sake of everyone that we advocate 
for racial justice. In protecting voting rights, improving access to education and calling for sensible criminal 
justice and law enforcement reforms, we affirm the fundamental Jewish belief that all people are created b’tzelem 
Elohim, in the Divine image, and thus are deserving of equal rights.

The Simple Child asks: “What do we even mean by racial justice?”

You should tell this child that racial justice is the pursuit of equality for all people, regardless of race. You should 
further explain that racial injustice can take many forms, from explicitly racist comments to laws and institutions 
that perpetuate racial inequalities. With a firm hand, we as Reform Jews must protect every single person’s 
civil rights, ensuring that no individual is excluded from the benefits of society or suffers under discriminatory 
laws and actions solely because of race or ethnicity. We must also consider the ways in which we are ourselves 
complicit in racial injustice and work to build communities and congregations that reflect our commitment to 
equality.

And the Child Who Does Not Know How to Ask:

To respond to the child who is too overwhelmed to ask a question, you should start at the beginning, telling 
the child that we are not required to complete the work of racial justice, but neither are we free to desist from it.  
There are many ways that we can play a positive role in the campaign for racial justice. We can help make racial 
justice issues a priority in our own synagogues by embracing Jewish racial diversity and by learning together 
about structural racism. We can build relationships across lines of faith and race. And we can initiate or participate 
in community, state and national efforts to advocate for civil rights laws. In all of these 
ways, we honor the legacy of our parents and grandparents – who in previous generations 
participated in acts of civil disobedience, marched arm-in-arm in support of equal rights 
for all Americans, and traveled to register voters – while at the same time ensuring that our 
children and future generations are granted an America in which our vision 
of racial justice is truly realized. 
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