
Purim: A Study Guide on Women’s Issues 
Fighting Misogyny 

www.rac.org/holidayguides 
 
Purim is traditionally a time in which Jews partake in frivolity and excessive eating and 
drinking.  We celebrate the triumph of Mordecai and the Jews over Haman and his attempted 
genocide.  However, underneath the light-hearted nature of the holiday are more serious 
themes.  Purim tells us the story of two women whose basic human rights have been 
threatened:  Esther for her Jewish heritage and Vashti for her gender.  Just as the Book of 
Esther disturbs us for how Vashti was exiled for standing up for her personal rights, so must 
we consider the plights of women all over the world, who fight for equal protection and bear 
the brunt of effects of poverty. 
 
We encourage you to use these Jewish texts and study questions to consider our Jewish 
values that speak to the issue of women’s rights and fighting against a reactionary worldview 
of women.   
 
 
Text 1:  Vashti’s “Crime” 
 
 

And Memucan answered before the king and 
the princes: 'Vashti the queen hath not done 
wrong to the king only, but also to all the 
princes, and to all the peoples, that are in all 
the provinces of the king Ahasuerus. For this 
deed of the queen will come abroad unto all 
women, to make their husbands contemptible 
in their eyes, when it will be said: The king 
Ahasuerus commanded Vashti the queen to 
be brought in before him, but she came not. 
And this day will the princesses of Persia and 
Media who have heard of the deed of the 
queen say the like unto all the king's princes. 
So will there arise enough contempt and 
wrath. If it please the king, let there go forth 
a royal commandment that...all the wives 
will give to their husbands honour, both to 
great and small...'  And the king did 
according to the word of Memucan..for he 
sent letters into all the king's provinces...that 
every man should bear rule in his own house, 
and speak according to the language of his 
people.  -Esther 1:16-22 

-ַעל ֹלא ,ְוַהָּׂשִרים ַהֶּמֶלְך ִלְפנֵי ,(ְממּוָכן) מומכן ַוּיֹאֶמר
 ,ַהָּׂשִרים-ָּכל-ַעל ִּכי  :ַהַּמְלָּכה ַוְׁשִּתי ָעְוָתה ,ְלַבּדֹו ַהֶּמֶלְך
 .ֲאַחְׁשֵורֹוׁש ַהֶּמֶלְך ְמִדינֹות-ְּבָכל ,ֲאֶׁשר ,יםָהַעּמִ -ָּכל-ְוַעל
 ַּבְעֵליֶהן ְלַהְבזֹות ,ַהּנִָׁשים-ָּכל-ַעל ַהַּמְלָּכה-ְדַבר יֵֵצא-ִּכי
-ֶאת ְלָהִביא ָאַמר ֲאַחְׁשֵורֹוׁש ַהֶּמֶלְך ,ְּבָאְמָרם  :ְּבֵעינֵיֶהן
 ּתֹאַמְרנָה ּזֶההַ  ְוַהּיֹום .ָבָאה-ְוֹלא--ְלָפנָיו ַהַּמְלָּכה ַוְׁשִּתי
 ,ְלכֹל ,ַהַּמְלָּכה ְּדַבר-ֶאת ָׁשְמעּו ֲאֶׁשר ,ּוָמַדי-ָּפַרס ָׂשרֹות
 ,טֹוב ַהֶּמֶלְך-ַעל-ִאם .ָוָקֶצף ִּבּזָיֹון ,ּוְכַדי ;ַהֶּמֶלְך ָׂשֵרי

 ְוֹלא ,ּוָמַדי-ָפַרס ְּבָדֵתי ְויִָּכֵתב ,ִמְּלָפנָיו ַמְלכּות-ְדַבר יֵֵצא
 ,ֲאַחְׁשֵורֹוׁש ַהֶּמֶלְך ִלְפנֵי ,ַוְׁשִּתי ָתבֹוא-ֹלא ֲאֶׁשר  :יֲַעבֹור
 ְונְִׁשַמע .ִמֶּמּנָה ַהּטֹוָבה ִלְרעּוָתּה ,ַהֶּמֶלְך יִֵּתן ּוַמְלכּוָתּה
 ;ִהיא ַרָּבה ִּכי ,ַמְלכּותֹו-ְּבָכל יֲַעֶׂשה-ֲאֶׁשר ַהֶּמֶלְך ִּפְתָגם
 .ָקָטן-ְוַעד ,לְלִמָּגדֹו--ְלַבְעֵליֶהן יְָקר יְִּתנּו ,ַהּנִָׁשים-ְוָכל
 ,ַהֶּמֶלְך ַוּיַַעׂש ;ְוַהָּׂשִרים ,ַהֶּמֶלְך ְּבֵעינֵי ,ַהָּדָבר ,ַוּיִיַטב
--ַהֶּמֶלְך ְמִדינֹות-ָּכל-ֶאל ,ְסָפִרים ַוּיְִׁשַלח .ְממּוָכן ִּכְדַבר

 ָוָעם ַעם-ְוֶאל ,ִּכְכָתָבּה ּוְמִדינָה ְמִדינָה-ֶאל
ֹ  ִאיׁש-ָּכל ִלְהיֹות  :ִּכְלׁשֹונֹו  ִּכְלׁשֹון ּוְמַדֵּבר ,ְּבֵביתֹו ֵררׂש

ַעּמו ֹ 

 
 
1.  According to the book of Esther, what is the crime that she committed?  What is the fear 
that the princes and officials have? 



2.  What is the attitude of women expressed by this text?  What are the dangers of this 
view?  How can it influence society? 
3.  Do we see any of these kinds of attitudes in our society?  In what ways do they pop up 
(religiously, culturally, socially)? 
 
 
Text 2:  Another Model-- the Daughters of Zelophehad 
 
 

Then drew near the daughters of 
Zelophehad...And they stood before Moses, 
and before Eleazar the priest, and before the 
princes and all the congregation, at the door of 
the tent of meeting, saying: 'Our father died in 
the wilderness, and he was not among the 
company of them that gathered themselves 
together against the LORD in the company of 
Korah, but he died in his own sin; and he had 
no sons.  Why should the name of our father 
be done away from among his family, because 
he had no son? Give unto us a possession 
among the brethren of our father.' … And the 
LORD spoke unto Moses, saying: 'The 
daughters of Zelophehad speak right: thou 
shalt surely give them a possession of an 
inheritance among their father's brethren; and 
thou shalt cause the inheritance of their father 
to pass unto them.’  -Numbers 27:1-7 

 ְוִלְפנֵי ,מֶֹׁשה ִלְפנֵי ַוַּתֲעמְֹדנָה...ְצָלְפָחד ְּבנֹות ַוִּתְקַרְבנָה
 ֶּפַתח--ָהֵעָדה-ְוָכל ,ַהּנְִׂשיִאם ְוִלְפנֵי ,ַהּכֵֹהן ֶאְלָעזָר

 הָהיָ -ֹלא ְוהּוא ,ַּבִּמְדָּבר ֵמת ,ָאִבינּו .ֵלאמֹר ,מֹוֵעד-אֶֹהל
-ִּכי  :קַֹרח-ַּבֲעַדת ,יְהָוה-ַעל ַהּנֹוָעִדים ָהֵעָדה ְּבתֹוְך

 ָאִבינּו-ֵׁשם יִָּגַרע ָלָּמה .לֹו ָהיּו-ֹלא ּוָבנִים ,ֵמת ְבֶחְטאֹו
 ְּבתֹוְך ,ֲאֻחּזָה ָּלנּו-ְּתנָה ;ֵּבן לֹו ֵאין ִּכי ,ִמְׁשַּפְחּתֹו ִמּתֹוְך
 ְּבנֹות ,ֵּכן .ֵּלאמֹר המֹׁשֶ -ֶאל ,יְהָוה ַוּיֹאֶמר .ָאִבינּו ֲאֵחי
 ֲאֵחי ְּבתֹוְך ,נֲַחָלה ֲאֻחּזַת ָלֶהם ִּתֵּתן נָתֹן--ּדְֹברֹת ְצָלְפָחד

 ָלֶהן ,ֲאִביֶהן נֲַחַלת-ֶאת ְוַהֲעַבְרּתָ  ;ֲאִביֶהם

 
 
1.  What are the daughters of Zelophehad asking for?  What does God command Moses do? 
2.  How does this attitude towards women differ from what we see in the book of 
Esther?  What implications does this attitude have for how we treat women in our 
society?  How can we ensure this happens? 
 
 
Text 3:  A Modern View 
 
 

The histories of the women in the Bible were nothing if not those of women ferociously 
pioneering for the rights of females. The print reflects those histories. They fought for, 
among other things, women’s right to own property, women’s inheritance rights, women’s 
struggle against abuse, and on and on.  -Joan Snyder, Statement on “Our Foremothers” 

 
 
1.  What does Joan Snyder believe the women in the Bible were fighting for?  What did they 
symbolize? 



2.  How can we continue their fight in our society?  What areas in our society still need 
advocacy on behalf of women’s rights? 
 
	  


